Communityfor CreativeNon® Violence

January 2, 2003

The Honorable Sharon Ambrose
Councilmember, District of Columbia

John Wilson Building Re: 500 New Jersey Avenue, N.W
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Opposition to Public Space
Washington, D.C. 20004 Variances

Dear Councilmember Ambrose:

| have just recently learnedof troubling activity at 500 New JerseyAvenue, N.W.
concerningthe National Association of Realtors' (NAR) attemptto impose an
inappropriate building on this important and unique site.

You are alreadyawareof the history of the Community for CreativeNon-Violence
(CCNV) and my role asits ExecutiveDirector. This role requiresme to participate
activelyin the developmendf our city - particularlythe CCNV neighborhoodn which

500 New Jerseyis located.In addition, my role as a former Advisory Neighborhood
Commissionein this areahasearnedne (and CCNV) theright to participateasa major
corporatecitizen of this area,andasa majoragentfor constructivesocialchangeThese
rolesplacea responsibilityon us to involve ourselvesn how this areais developedIt

also,l believe,equipsuswith ahigh level of responsiblensightinto whatconstituteshe

public good.

Overthepastseveralyears first asan ANC CommissionerthenasExecutiveDirector of
CCNV, I've metseveraltimeswith JayHellmananddiscusseaptionsfor transforming
New JerseyAvenue,N.W. As a resultof theseconsultationsan excellentdevelopment
plan was evolvedfor this site N onevery muchin the public interest.This plan was
approvedunanimouslhby the BZA onJuly 24,2001.1t wassupportecenthusiasticallyy
everyone,including the ANC and CCNV. A critically important aspectwas the
relationship of the building to the public realm.

The previouslyapprovedplan includedoperablewindows, bay windows,andbalconies

with Frenchdoors.Thesefeaturessoftenedhe building andopenedt to the surrounding
areain creative,significantways. They createda lively ongoingvisual contactbetween

the life in the building and the life out on the street,making for a healthy holistic
approach to the flow of neighborhood space. The sense of ongoing business and activity,
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flowing from building to street,createdanundoubtedsenseof enhancegbublic safetyand
comfort. It enriched the experience of being a pedestrian on the sidewalk.

What troubles me about the NAR proposedbuilding: (1) None of the previously
approvedfeaturesis includedin the NAR plan; (2) the elimination of thesefeatures
reduceghe valueof the building by over $10,000,00qaccordingto leadingcommercial
real estatebrokersin DC); (3) NAR hasnot cooperatedvith the local community(ANC

andtheir own broker-members)and (4) NAR proposedloors that extendbeyondthe
propertyline and thereforerequiresa variancefrom the building code (this variance
shouldbe permittedonly if all aspectf the building strongly servethe public interest
without substantial objection from the community).

With the public interestin mind, | strongly opposethe NAR's developmenplan. This
oppositionis takenbecause(l) It doesn'treasonablynaximizethe taxablevalue of the
building thatis proposed{2) It doesn'tcontributeto public safety(eventhoughwaysto
do soarequiteachievabldor a developmenbof this type onthis site);and(3) It hasbeen
approved by the BZA in the face of concertedopposition from the local ANC (and
without the ANC being able to participate formally in the approval process).

| strongly feel that the city should not allow a clever use of bureaucracyand
administrativeminutiaeto aid andabetaninappropriateactionof the type proposedoy
the NAR. The city cannotbe excusedrom taking a standagainstthe NAR, evenif the
NAR's power as a large, wealthy, lobbying organizationmakesit an unwelcome
opponent.The city hasan obligationto seethat the ANC haspropervoice in sucha
matter and to scrutinizedevelopmentproposalsnot only in terms of the narrowest
possible criteria but also in terms of the broader public good.

1 requestyour supportof my views andthoseof the ANC andaskyou to communicate
your supporturgentlyto the DCRAO®#\cting Administrator,Mr. Denzil Noble,andto the
Public Space Committee.

Sincerely

'L JUY \ J/ "‘
Ter¥ Bishop
Executive Director

cc: Denzil Noble, Acting Administrator, DCRA Building & Land Regulation Admin.
Robert L. Hall, ANC Commissioner, ANC6A
Ms. Denise Turner, DC Public Space Committee
Harold Brazil, Councilmember-at-Large, Chair of the DC Economic Dev. Comm.
David Catania, Councilmember-at-Large
Carol Schwartz, Councilmember-at-Large
Phil Mendelsohn, Councilmember-at-Large
Eric Price, Deputy Mayor for Economic Development



